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after getting transferred abroad. They collect money by threat-
ening to make reports against people and they also collect large
sums for the privilege of letting a prisoner go. As a result
Tai Li has to keep spies to -watch spies ! One of the proofs
of the demoralisation of the Kuomintang is that many agents sent
on dangerous missions to Japanese territory have entered into
contact with the Japanese secret service to insure themselves on
both sides. In Shanghai one such agent sold the entire list of
San Min Chu I Youth Corps members to the enemy as a result
of which the entire Youth Corps members went over to the
Japanese.

This man's chief object now is to trap Communists and
other patriots for the Japanese. However, Tai Li still retains
his secret service and assassination corps in many cities special-
ised chiefly in smuggling materials from occupied into unoccu-
pied China, establishing contacts between the puppet commanders
and the Kuomintang and paying regular salaries to them and
assassinating puppets who betray members of his own clique. In
the occupied territory Tai Li's organisation includes some genuine
nationalists but these too are most of them of a fascist type who
work apart from the masses. Tai Li is the name of terror which
is widespread in China.

Another aspect of the demoralisation of Tai Li's secret
service is the fact that the Japanese victories of last year and
the talk of a Coalition Government caused a major panic in the
spy ranks. A rumour was widely current that Tai Li and other
spy chiefs were planning to fly to India and leave their subordi-
nates to their fate. As a result many agents in or near occupied
territories went over to the Japanese services while those in free
China tried to make contact with progressive people whom they
had watched and to tell them that they had really been protecting
them against accusation of others instead of implicating them
themselves. In one case an agent brought a page from a pro-
gressive intellectual's record to show him and said, " This was
a very serious report made against you. I tore it away from
the file so that no one else could see it."

In the Border Region many of the spies have exposed them-
selves by confession as a result of the Frankness Movement by
which spies are asked to confess and promised forgiveness if
they do so and behave themselves. Tai Li's organisation ,is
probably the only secret service in the world that has its own
** masses " many of whom are prisoners within the organisation